Study Time #4
Ephesians 1:7-10

“In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of his will, according to the purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.”

Gotta know these words:

· lavished: Greek for ‘perisseuo.’  To make abundant or to cause to excel.

· Wisdom: Greek for ‘sophia.’ To have knowledge in spiritual things.

· Insight: Greek for ‘phronesis.’ Mental action or intelligence; to have an understanding and denotes practical wisdom.

· Mystery: Greek for ‘musterion.’  Used of as Christ being revealed in due time.

~ What is the ‘mystery’ mentioned in verse 9?

~ According to verse 7, what 2 things were given to believers as a result of God’s grace?

~ Using verses 8-10, list as many phrases that Paul uses telling us that God is sovereign and rulers over all.

~ What does Paul tell us in verse 10 is God’s ultimate plan?

Application:
From these verses it is clearly obvious that God sees the BIG picture because He created everything and set it in motion.  If we know God is always in control, do you ever question His intention or will?  What are some reasons why you may doubt God sometimes?
**** Read and reflect on: Colossians 1:16-17 and Psalm 139: 4,16.****
